Scalp expansion flaps.
A mean 5 year review of 20 patients who had surgery for localised alopecia of the scalp is presented. The technique of using scalp expansion flaps is described and evaluated: it is associated with a low morbidity and high patient satisfaction rate; it provides an excellent one-stage procedure for intermediate size defects and, in the frontal area, for larger defects. Particular emphasis is laid on making incision lines at right angles to the direction of hair growth in order to cover stretched scars, and in performing Z-plasties when closing small scalp defects. Finally, a rationale for the treatment of localised areas of baldness according to their size is put forward.